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Response to Amendment 

1 . This action is responsive to the amendment filed on February 24, 2009. 
Claim 1 has been amended. Claims 15-32 have been canceled. Claims 33-39 
have been newly added. Claims 1-14 and 33-39 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-14 and 33-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Seawright et al. (U.S. 5,920,711) hereinafter referred as 
Seawright. 

As to claim 1 , Seawright teaches a method that is suitable for use in 
connection with a multi- protocol communications analyzer, and the method 
comprising (abstract): 

identifying ports of the multi-protocol communications analyzer (Column 
10, lines 43-67); 

determining whether one or more of the identified ports are available 
(Column 10, lines 43-67); 

using at least one of any available ports to at least partially define a 
domain (Column 10, lines 43-67, Column 13, lines 37-45) ; and 



Application/Control Number: 10/764,059 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2455 

configuring at least one port of any domain that was defined in connection 
with an available port (Column 10, lines 43-67); 

wherein the domain is defined such that ports included in the domain 
appear to share, from a first user perspective, a trigger line and/or a common 
clock (Column 1 0, lines 43-67, Column 21 , lines 29-51 ). 

As to claim 2, Seawright teaches the method as recited in claim 1 , 
wherein at least a portion of the method is performed by way of a graphical user 
interface (Column 2, lines 53-63) 

As to claim 3, Seawright teaches the method as recited in claim 1 , wherein 
the domain, if any domain was defined, comprises one of: a modified version of a 
previously existing domain; a new domain (Column 10, lines 43-67). 

As to claim 4, Seawright teaches the method as recited in claim 1, further 
comprising modifying any domain that was at least partially defined in connection 
with an available port (Column 10, lines 43-67). 

As to claim 5, Seawright teaches the method as recited in claim 4, wherein 
modifying any domain that was at least partially defined in connection with an 
available port comprises changing the number of ports associated with the 
domain (Column 10, lines 43-67). 

As to claim 6, Seawright teaches the method as recited in claim 1, further 
comprising displaying information concerning the ports of the multi-protocol 
communications analyzer (fig. 14). 
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As to claim 7, Seawright teaches the method as recited in claim 1, further 
comprising displaying information concerning availability of the ports of the multi- 
protocol communications analyzer (fig. 14). 

As to claim 8, Seawright teaches the method as recited in claim 1, further 
comprising displaying information concerning a domain (fig. 22). 

As to 9, Seawright teaches the method as recited in claim 1, further 
comprising displaying information concerning port parameters (fig. 14). 

As to claim 10, Seawright teaches the method as recited in claim 1 , further 
comprising receiving one of: a domain creation request; a domain modification 
request (Column 10, lines 43-67). 

As to claim 1 1 , Seawright teaches the method as recited in claim 10, 
further comprising receiving and displaying the name of the domain that is the 
subject of the received request (fig. 14). 

As to claim 12, Seawright teaches the method as recited in claim 1 , further 
comprising receiving port selection input if a port has been determined to be 
available (Column 10, lines 43-67). 

As to claim 13, Seawright teaches the method as recited in claim 1 , further 
comprising receiving port configuration input if a domain has been at least 
partially defined in connection with an available port (Column 10, lines 43-67). 

As to claim 14, Seawright teaches the method as recited in claim 1 , further 
comprising displaying port configuration information if a domain has been at least 
partially defined in connection with an available port (Column 10, lines 43-67). 
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As to claim 33, Seawright teaches the method as recited in claim 1 , 
wherein determining whether one or more of the identified ports are available 
includes determining whether the one or more identified ports are reserved for 
use by a second user (Column 10, lines 24-35). 

As to claim 34, Seawright teaches the method as recited in claim 1 , 
wherein determining whether one or more of the identified ports are available 
includes determining whether the one or more identified ports are in an error 
state (Column 6, lines 48-63). 

Claims 35-39 do not teach or define any new limitations other than above 
claims. Therefore, claims 35-39 rejected for similar reasons. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the 
new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 
See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
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period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 

the examiner should be directed to Faruk Hamza whose telephone number is 
571-272-7969. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached at 571-272-4006. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see MfP.;//paJr-d i rect . uspto .gov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 886-217-9197 (toll -free). 
Faruk Hamza 
Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unite 2455 
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